Comparison of surface diameters and dissected diameters of bovine ovarian follicles.
Comparisons were made between diameters of 54 bovine follicles greater than 5.9 mm from 32 pairs of ovaries measured on the ovarian surface and diameters of the same follicles subsequently dissected from the ovaries. Seventy-eight percent of follicles measured on the ovarian surface were within 1.9 mm of the size measured after dissection. The remaining 22% of follicles measured on the surface had diameters recorded that were 2.0 to 3.9 mm different than their diameter after dissection. Surface diameter tended to underestimate dissected diameter for small follicles (less than 8.0 mm) and to overestimate dissected diameter for large (greater than or equal to 12.0 mm) follicles. The correlation coefficient between surface and dissected follicular diameters was .83. We conclude that measuring the diameter of the largest follicles on the ovarian surface and after dissection yield approximately equivalent results.